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Link Up
to Start Up

By Lisa DiTuro 06 A&S

Networking among an experienced
executme., an :'ﬂ.f‘-’t'f"!';'”::‘ii'-‘

a faculty member and a graduate

[l ] §
leags o a career launch.

t all started back in 1959, Thar was

the vear Richard |. Anthony Sr., now

founder and manarine director of The
Solutions Network, Inc., graduared from
Villanova University with a degree in

liberal ar< But 46 years lacer, it 5 Travis

McMenimon 09 C&F who 15 benehr-

. How do these two facts connect

Anthony 59 A&S has extensin

CEPCTICIG G I Organizanon CileClIvVencss,

humian rescurce management and perfor-

mance improvement. His Pennsylvamia

ge bebvaen his almi

the Philagtalnieg Dieress corremandy

based finn has o prestigious list of clients
For three years now, he has been run-

ning a group called The Entrepe

Network of Grearer Philadelphia. Ies
members are aspiring and serial enrrepre-
ncurs, that is, thase who start a compamy
then leave o launch another. Meeting
every six weeks at the Radnar Hoeel, the

zroup brings together 40 to &0 people,

including angel imvestors who provaide
the sced money for ideas und dreams.
During the three hour-meeting, about
five idess will be presented. Anyone

intercsted can follow-up on the idea.



“We help each other in pursuit of
our own agenda,” said Anthony, whose
consulting firm is often hired to help
get these companies off the ground.
“It forms an extensive nerwork that
is helpful to people in the room.”
Operating with a “You scratch my back,
I'll scratch yours™ principle, the meet-
ing last May welcomed four Villanova
students who were invited to artend
after winning the Start-Up Challenge.
More than 100 Villanova undergradu-
ares had participared in this business plan
competition sponsored by the Villanova
Entrepreneurial Society (VES). Start-Up
awards 35,000 in cash prizes to students.
They are “young people with different
perspectives who are interested in entre-

Anchony, who was invited to be a Starr-
Up judge by Dr. James W. Klingler,
assistant professor of management in the
College of Commerce and Finance and
faculey advisor for the VES. Anthony, who
was thrilled by the program, Start-Up and
the ingenuiry of the participants, asked
Klingler and the four winners to attend
the May meeting of The Entrepreneurs
Nerwork. He suggesred thar each student
sit at a separate table to ensure thar they
would interact with other attendees.

At first, the soudents were a litde
uneasy, not knowing what their roles
would be, says Anthony. But thev quickly
sercled into a comfort zone as more
people arrived and they began to con-
verse with others. All who attended had

“People are turned off by the corporate world and
want to try their hands, some with nets and some without,
by going into business for themselves.”

prencurism,” Anthony noted. It “a new
ideal,” he added. “People are turned off by
the corporate world and want to oy their
hands, some with nets and some without,
by going into business for themselves.”

Here's where the parhs of Anthony
and McMenimon intersect. McMenimon,
who majored in management informa-
tion systems and minored in entrepre-
neurship, at the time was vice president
of VES and had been a member for
two vears. He co-founded the Srarr-Up
Challenge, along with Adam Siegrist
'05 C&F then president of VES.

McMenimon noted, “The Start-Up
Challenge is the main vehicle for get-
ting students out into the entrepre-
neurial communiry. We conceived the
idea and made it happen. We found
people to donate money, and got the
concept out into the local business -
communiry, who really embraced it
We brought in ourside entrepreneurial
experts to judge the competition.”

One of those ourside experts was

—Richard J. Anthony Sr. 59 A&S

one minute to explain who they were
and why they were there. The students
were in the middle of ir all, interact-
ing and plaving as acrive a role as the
real-life entrepreneurs and investors,
Moted Anchony, “Besides crear-
ing a venue allowing students to come
together with real-life entreprencurs
and an epporunity o join a com-
pany that is just starring out, there’s
a satisfaction of having good people
come together and share information,
and sometimes good things come ourt
of it. It's just such a great match.”
Anthony said he wishes o see and
help in the “conrinuing, expanding and
building of the entrepreneurial program
at Villanova." He is an enthusiastic sup-
porter of Klingler, as well as of Klinglers
associates and program. Anthony has
extended an open invitation to Klingler
to bring up to four students to furure
meetings. {Anthony was fearured in che
Winter 2004 Villanowa Magazine for his

idea that led to a Varican internship

for Villanovans. Villanova's College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences awarded him an
Alumni Medallion in 2004.)

Ken Schwenke was one of the “real-
life” entrepreneuvrs ar the nerworking
meeting in May. Schwenke heads the Off-
Campus Dining Network, an alternative
to campus meal plans thar is now offered
at more than 30 colleges and universities
nationally (there s a Wildecat plan, but ics
for a certain university in Lexingron, Ky.).
Off-Campus Dining Nerwork uses a pre-
paid card 1o enable students to purchase
reals at restaurants near their campus.

Schwenke thought his first Entrepre-
neurs Nerwork meeting offered a “good
forum for otherwise dissembled entities
that don't connect: academia, the business
community and the investor community.
There aren’t oo many forums where you
can get these three groups rogether.”

Ar the meering, Schwenke and
Klingler were able o sit down and ralk.
Schwenke found Klingler to be an “ener-
petic and entreprencurially focused profes-
sor,” and plans to help out in some of his
classes. When Schwenke happened o
mention that his company is in a growth
mode and is looking 1o hire new employ-
ees, Klingler directed him o McMenimon.

As McMenimon put it, “The rest is
history.” The May graduate started work-
ing for the Off-Campus Dining Network
in July as manager of finance and infor-
martion technology. He stares that he is
enjoying his new posirion.

While that meeting may have been
the first time that Villanova students have
taken part in The Enrreprencurs Nerwork,
they certainly proved to be more than
novices. Villanova alumni, faculty and
stucents will be coming rogether, and with
the help of the Start-Up Challenge, The
Entreprencurs Network and enthusiastic
angels, they will be launching their ideas
and dreams into realioy.

Lisa DiTuro '06 AFS is an mten in the
Office of Communicarion and Public
Affairs. An English major, she hopes to
pursue a journalism career.



